THE BUCKLEY LAND GRANT 
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.„ a - rant for the Buckley property was made before the 

wtnnlry War and was signed by King George III of 
Revolutionary r to j os hua Buckley about 1762 and 

EnEla h n J Is known "a "Tomahawk Grant" - so named because 
■? s !hite settlers had a treaty with the Indians that the 
‘^Js'wouW nofseFtle in the Ohio River watershed. The 
Sneers oersuaded the Governor of Virginia that the Green- 
firie* Hiver emptied into the Atlantic Ocean. 


The original plot of land was bounded as follows: 
Starting at a point one block north of the present Court 
House in Marllnton, a straight line to the top of the mount¬ 
ain at the Lone Tree Knob, then along the top of the mount¬ 
ain to encompass the watershed of Swago Creek; thence to a 
point at the island at the mouth of Improvement Lick Run; 
thence north to the mouth of "Black Stump" Hollow; thence 
a straight lino to tho mouth of Mundy Lick Run; thenoe to 
the starting point in Marllnton. 


The part at Marllnton was taken from the original tract 
by a court order and given to the McLaughlin family. 


As Joshua's family became mature each was given a tract 
of land. The division was as follows: Hettie married George 
Kee and was given that part of the farm north of the Big 
Rocks in the Greenbrier River and west to the top of the 
mountain at Lone Tree Knob. Joe Buckley married Betty Gibson 
snd was given that part of the land west of the river, south 
of the Kee tract and south to Swago Creek, with the exception 
° f , the flat land Just north of the mouth of Swago Creek. 

John Buckley married Patsy Casebolt and was given the tract 
south of Swago Creek and the flat land mentioned above. When 
his parents became old John moved to the east side of the 
,r” r > » house Just north of his parents' home. At 

de *Jk inherited the land east of the river. When 
i i U ftt ? lly caBe in 1777 they were given the limestone 
tl*t land on the southwest. 


Dart IT?.*®? £ flnn divided. Polly was given the 

Route 219 and to the river. Joshua Kee got the 
of rlver * George got the part north and west 
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‘f*? 4 wost of tha rlver TOS sold 

“■•I Cr I ‘S; , • kal3a r "“lly tot the part north of 

Ct -rlay to» t Thli Utn *"■ * old to th « Auldrldges and 



Joe Buckley land went to the Ochletree family. then 
to Joh^Gay and Joe “ cIJe111 and 18 nOP OWn 7 6,y ' 

homestead east of the river was given to Joshua 
_ ms was divided as follows* Margaret and Charles 

E! 7 J.nI“nd”olumbus Silva, Andy Rose, and Clinton 

Courtney. 

During this generation all the tracts once owned by 
Joshua Buckley II were bought back with the exception of a 
few acres owned by the heirs of W. M. Young. Several acres 
have been added to the homestead; namely, the McCoy farm at 
the head of Williams River and 575 acres of cut-over timber- 
land east of the farm. 

Joshua Buckley II was a minister at heart rather than a 
farmer. With his large family and small income it became 
necessary to sell parts of the farm. He sold the lower part 
of the river bottom to George Overholt and some of the hill 
land to Charles Young and Clinton Courtney. The upper part 
of the bottom was given to daughter Jane and Columbus Silva. 
This left only a small section with the home. Later this 
was mortgaged for debt, and at the time his son John took 
over the management of the farm, all was gone or mortgaged 
for all it was worth. 

John began to gather the land together again and to 
t S 8 debts. This was during the depression of the 
leecs. He worked as a carpenter, helping to build the 

ft , Daniel McNeill. His wages were seventy-five cents 
8 '% r ut *Z f he lumber interests began to cut the timber 
the River ? nd fl0 * t the 1°6 S to Ronceverte to 

rtdw. Joh V 00 ?, 1 ! arned t0 8 uldG the arks down the 
considttth^t the ,EJ? ot of the arks » This »as a Job of 
S 1 r ,.f e tr nslblllby and pald a little better wages 

months HO,,eVer ’ 14 could not be d °"® d ^‘ 

>o!!l£tnu B c cSSt?i es Stft tracts of land and tlmber 

or r* thing of theMunt™ y ? f v, th ? se co “P anles k ne" little 
»nc « uJl mi Joh ? learned to estimate timber 

cot^t! 8a f ! e * Thls K ave h l“ a 8°° d 

could work a la oat & to. yZr? In tMs Way 

b)- “ l%hl?trtn Ch afn th °T*t5 k °" the far “ * as don * 

“»• at »<«,- tim. ir.tfff S i nn " John WBB “ble to be at 

,M * ,-U* man, H, a^n'Dald’?^’ h *. OOUld the 

n* .oon paid the mortgage on the hoaie. 


;; and Ohio Railroad began 

dollara. Ihiei iff 0 " t 5 #ra ”* y*t a debt of 
to live • daaj for thTi* W |I! d 3° c °l«bus Silva. In 
for tho right-of-way for the railroad, 



Joshua, than th« ownor, aeeaea eigni acres or lana lying 
between the homestead and the Overholt tract to Silva. 

This was known as the "Little Orchard". 

In 1906 Aumlller Brothers were looking for a tract of 
timber to cut. They contacted John Buckley, knowing that 
he could estimate timber and that he had cruised the timber 
on his own lands as well as that on the Silva and Young 
(then Thomas) farms. 

The Atmilllers made an offer based on the extlmate 
which had been made. That part belonging to Silva was the 
best grade of timber, and they offered one thousand dollars 
for it. 


John then began to try to buy the Silva farm. They 
offered to sell all except the "Little Orchard" for twelve 
hundred dollars. The deal was made and the timber was sold, 
leaving a balance of two hundred dollars outstanding. By 
this time Jay Buckley was old enough to work on public ^ 

outstandlng h debt? “ ' " ent the 

Chan« • ™ nt S me l* e ° verholt farm had been bought by 
tarried Addle Cook * After "alter GrahaJ 

«“u^ 2 i n ,^ n ° as- t ? f s?i % «s. 5ss\ sss., 

hundred dollars thiS tract WQS 3old to Jay Buckley eight 
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THE BOOKLETS AT SKAGO 


„„_ t h£ve of the Buckley family was 
®>° time of the "Bulldog Kings". This family 

in Ireland at the 1 At th8t time the Roman Catholics 

«» “Ire! and the Buckleys, being persecuted for 

S5r^»!ST«wed along -1th many others to Belgium and 
Holland. 

When word came to them that the colony of Virginia had 
established, these families became interested in com- 
Kfto America. They returned to England and made arrange¬ 
ments to sail for the New World. 


They arrived at the mouth of the James River in 1621. 
The early settlers at Jamestown had become discouraged and 
had set sail for England. The two boats met at the mouth 
of the river, and the newcomers persuaded the early settlers 
to return, in this way the Buckley family lays claim to be¬ 
ing among the first permanent settlers of Virginia. 


Very little is known of the family from then until 
about the time of the Revolution. It is presumed that they 
with others worked their way westward to new lands and bet¬ 
ter hunting grounds. 


About 1760 there were three brothers of the family at 
Winchester, Virginia. Two of them moved northwestward to 
what Is now Ohio. The other one came across the mountain 
into the Southbranch of the Potomac, then south to Its head 
and over into the Greenbrier Valley. This was Joshua. 


He came down the river to what is now Hosterman and 
were found a family by the name of Collins. Joshua made 
{“Li"* th ? Colllns family until 1774. In 1773 he 
■arried the daughter Hannah. To them was born a son, Joe, 

on February 22, 1774. ’ ’ 

hone sc ° u * ed the Greenbrier River Valley for a 

to Hannah ih 2 an 2 took a grant for land. After his marriage 
House in*.?!! . wrot ,® 8 deed > and it was recorded in the Court 
in Staunton, Virginia, in 1774. 

the noutl^ofb wdth his family, arrived at 
the Indian* v?U aE ? Cr0 ek. Here he had found a spot where 
r ‘l*lng corn “bout two acres or land and had been 

«ak tree i U at shed a Eainst a large white- 

the r 1 ver ah'nit b . v * * he hlghwater mark on the east side of 

aoout two hundred yards south of the mouth of Swago 


had brought with him his wife and son, a horse, 
^provisions enough to last until a crop could be raised. 

. hu a made a trip to Cambridge, Massachusetts, and was 
„ _, fh General Washington. He was sent back to the valley 
tMr %rout for the army, and at the time of the Battle of 
Saint Pleasant he was stationed at Gauley Bridge. If the 
radians won the battle, a runner was to come to him, and he 
t0 notify the settlers in the Greenbrier Valley to get 
into the fort at tewisburg. 

The white colony in Virginia had made a treaty with the 
Indians that they would not make settlements in the Ohio 
giver Valley. The settlers in this section had persuaded 
the Governor of Virginia that the Greenbrier River flowed 
into the Atlantic Ocean. In this wav they received their 
grants for land. These grants were known as "Tomahawk 
Grants". The grant for the Buckley lands was one of these 
and was signed by the King of England. 

After moving to the mouth of Swago, three other children 
were born to Hannah and Joshua Buckley: John, Hettle, and 

Eliza be th. 

The family cleared more of the bottom land and raised 

“« S^^erma t r?iSd U «d°feu!e"n*;by! h ® n 

far- 2 oJth" n ? a *£ l 9 2 < G 6 2 rg , e Kee and was given that part of the 
Rocks in the river. Elizabeth married 
1° 8 f arn at the 9nd °roop Mountain 
Gibson and «s t ? nn ® 1 ls now - Joe ^rried Betty 

given the land around where Lewis Gay now lives. 

of the°riversust and llved on tha west slda 

f* ther and iotW dl \ father ! s home. When his 

the river and bSlt a J h * * > J 9d to the east side of 

of -her# hi. ftthi: i" th9 "W d Orchard" Just north 

on the west side ? iS cabln * John's family was 

••t aide. " ® id f tho river, but later lived 011 the 

**“ rlSlr^o^ churl!h*w 0t ground on the wost side of 
•« hi a wire Mery were h»viSS d .S C 0 B 8 t 8 ry. At his doath he 
'•te or Bethel Church Thii^ there. This is tha present 
•true; U re. nu ren. Their groves ere Just behind that 

?? ■?reh h 4* 18195 °£ n on tho side or the river 
S'eb ** 1 SiSiSTIi S '^Jivellhood end else -as 

«hu-sh .a to "two™\,r M# dl, *« r99d wlth the leaders 
•* Qf JZ ii!h^.°L‘? ,,orna,n t •"<* "«« one or 

■•thodlet Protestant Church. 
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, „ his ministry the congregation outgrew the church 
had built, and the congregation built a new 

his grandfath r ^ by hljj grand f at her. This building is 

church on the 1 * standing. It is now being used by the 

Bethel and ‘S ggation. Joshua was the minister of Bethel 

Presbyterian ag ^ pr0ae h and refused to accept any 

compensation for his services there. 

T „„ h „- neelected his farm since he was much more interest- 
, m the^ork of the church, and as a result, he had diffi¬ 
culty supporting his large family and was forced to sell parts 

of the form. 

His son John took over the operation of the farm at the 
aea of twelve. By that time the mortgage was large and the 
fare small. However, John undertook the support of the family 

and the repossession of the farm. 

Joshua Buckley II married Lucy Adkison on December 8, 

18*5. To this union were bom the following children: Mary 
Ellen, Ruth Eliza, Elizabeth Susan Prances, Ureca Jane, 

Ssbins Laishley, Margaret Catharine, Nancy Alcinda Blake, 

John Barnet, Addle Lida Lorn, and Martha Irene. 

Joe Buckley married Betty Gibson. They had no children, 
but raised a girl who later married Andrew Young. This girl 
was the sister of Betty Buckley. Andrew Young was tho father 
of Charles Young who married Margaret Buckley. 

Joe Buckley and his brother John were buried at the 
Bucziey-Cloonan graveyard near where Joe lived. 

v.? 0ha S 3 ™ 8 * Buckley married Elizabeth Jane McNeill, the 
oaughter of Jonathan and Angelina Adkison McNeill, on May 16 , 
Tlol, u ? i0 " were born tha following children: Jay, 

BllFh Barnette’ Joshua Enooh > w lIUam McNeill, Addle May, and 

th, =?"‘ inu8 <i to operate the home farm, and with 

"'r Irina? f™' 8 8h J ldr °n 8 rad ually bought back all of the 
r ‘gInal farm which is situated east of the river. 

»ho «t.' i d8ath the farm was taken over by William, 

*' ld *lng at home at that time. 


- 6 - 


